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n The Constitution of the Turkish Republic
n (Article No: 130)

n The Law of Higher Education
n (Law No: 2547) 

n The Related Regulation of the Council of Higher
Education on Foundation Higher Education Institutions
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nn A A foundationfoundation has a “has a “FoundationFoundation CharterCharter”, in ”, in whichwhich thethe
name, name, objectiveobjective, , foreseenforeseen activitiesactivities andand bodiesbodies of of thethe
foundationfoundation areare statedstated andand laterlater be be approvedapproved byby thethe
DirectorateDirectorate General of General of FoundationsFoundations..

nn A A foundationfoundation shouldshould indicateindicate underunder thethe ‘‘ObjectivesObjectives of of thethe
FoundationFoundation’ ’ titletitle of of itsits ““FoundationFoundation CharterCharter”, a ”, a clauseclause
regardingregarding thethe establishmentestablishment of a of a higherhigher educationeducation
institutioninstitution
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n a legal document indicating that the buildings. equipment, supplies, 
and other requisites are available, or that sufficient funds have been 
allocated for this purpose,

n a legal document indicating that funds, property, shares having 
economic value, or an income are available, that they are sufficient 
to meet a minimum of 20 % of each year's operating expenses of 
the institution and all other current expenditures, and that they 
have been and will be allocated for this purpose,

n a legal document indicating the provisions taken for the disposal of 
funds and property allocated to the said institution within the 
provisions of this article, in the event that it becomes evident that 
the foundation university is unable to carry out its educational 
functions.
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AdditionalAdditional ArticleArticle 2 2 toto 2547:2547:

n Financial and Administrative Autonomy (see Note I)

n Establishment of Foundation Vocational Higher Schools
(See Note II)
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n Institution is required to have a board of trustees with a 
minimum of seven members, constituting a body 
separate from the administrative organ of the
foundation. 

n The rector of the university is appointed by the board of 
trustees and then sent to the Council of Higher
Education for its consent (Consent of the CoHE is 
required for the appointment procedure to be 
completed)
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n The income of the institution shall not, under any
circumstances whatsoever, be transferred, even on a 
temporary basis, to the assets or accounts of the
foundation. 

n Direct donations and assistance can be made to the
institution.

n Foundation universities shall benefit from the financial
provisions and exemptions specified in Article 56 of this
law in the same manner as public institutions; and are
exempted from real estate tax. (See Note IV)
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n The academic organs of the foundation institutions are
to be constituted in the same manner as those in public
institutions of higher education and to be responsible for
carrying out the same duties. The qualifications of 
faculty members are to be the same as those in public
institutions. 
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n Such institutions shall submit a comprehensive account
of their activities to the Council of Higher Education at 
the end of each academic year, in the same manner as 
public institutions. These institutions are subject to the
supervision and control of the Council of Higher
Education (YOK) with regard to financial (no transfer of 
money from university to foundation), administrative, 
and economic matters.
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n If YOK determines that level of education at such
institutions has fallen below the expected standards, and
the situation is not remedied in spite of warnings and
proposals, YOK shall terminate the operations of the
institution, hence it ceases to be a legal entity, according
to the Clause (d) of the Additional Article 3 of the Law of 
Higher Education (HE) No. 2547:

n The Foundation: undertakes to transfer the “portable 
and non-portable” assets and “rights” of its HE 
Institution to another HE determined by the 
Foundation itself under certain circumstances; 
(See Note III)
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STATE UNIVERSITIES vs FOUNDATION UNIVERSITIES
nMaximum amount:

üSTATE UNIVERSITIES

458 YTL - Faculty of Medicine (approximately €270)

üFOUNDATION UNIVERSITIES

Faculty of Dentistry: 26,500 YTL (approximately
€15,600)

•Matters concerning educational regulations, periods of study, and student rights are
subject to the provisions of this law. Fees to be paid by students are to be determined by
the board of trustees.
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n Minimum amount:
n STATE UNIVERSITIES

n Faculty of Open University: 55 YTL (approximately 
€32)

n FOUNDATION UNIVERSITIES
n Faculty of Science & Faculty of Humanities and 

Letters: 6,120 YTL(approximately €3600)

STATE UNIVERSITIES vs FOUNDATION UNIVERSITIES
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STATE UNIVERSITIES vs FOUNDATION UNIVERSITIES

nTotal Number of Students: 
1.907.909

nState Universities: 1.799.873

nFoundation Universities: 
108.036 (proportion to the total
is 5,66%)
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STATE UNIVERSITIES vs FOUNDATION UNIVERSITIES
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nTotal Number of Students: 
108.683

nState Universities: 95.899

nFoundation Universities: 
12.784 (proportion to the total
is 11,76%)



1515

STATE UNIVERSITIES vs FOUNDATION UNIVERSITIES
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nTotal Number of Students: 
33.711

nState Universities: 32.537

nFoundation Universities: 1174 
(proportion to the total is 3,4%)
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STATE UNIVERSITIES vs FOUNDATION UNIVERSITIES
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nTotal Number of  Graduate
Students: 142.394

nState Universities:128.963

nFoundation Universities: 
13.931(proportion to the total is 
9,7%)
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nn19 19 thth placeplace in in thethe worldworld rankingranking (ISI Web of (ISI Web of ScienceScience))
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nn TotalTotal NumberNumber of of PublicationsPublications in 2006:in 2006:
nn 16.83616.836

nn TotalTotal NumberNumber of of AcademicAcademic StaffStaff in 2006:in 2006:
nn 32.07332.073

nn TheThe RateRate of of PublicationsPublications perper AcademicAcademic
StaffStaff: : 
nn 0.520.52
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FirstFirst 10 10 UniversitiesUniversities AccordingAccording toto thethe NumberNumber
of of PublicationsPublications perper AcademicAcademic StaffStaff in 2006in 2006

0,837159CANKAYA UNIVERSITY10
0,84292244BILKENT UNIVERSITY9

0,84392329INONU UNIVERSITY8
0,97108105IZMIR INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY7

0,97729710
MIDDLE EAST TECHNICAL
UNIVERSITY6

0,98132130GEBZE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY5

1,04134140KOC UNIVERSITY4
1,05340357BASKENT UNIVERSITY3
1,093538ISIK UNIVERSITY2
1,213340

TOBB UNIVERSITY OF ECONOMICS
AND TECHNOLOGY1

RATENUMBER OF
ACADEMIC STAFFSCI+SSCI+AHCINAME OF THE UNIVERSITY

nn RedRed colorcolor indicatesindicates foundationfoundation universitiesuniversities
nn YellowYellow backgroundbackground indicatesindicates universitiesuniversities withwith medicalmedical facultiesfaculties
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nn Foundations mayFoundations may establishestablish institutionsinstitutions of of higherhigher
educationeducation, , oror oneone oror moremore unitsunits attachedattached theretothereto, , on on 
conditioncondition thatthat theythey be be nonnon--profitprofit in in naturenature andand thatthat theythey
abideabide byby thethe principlesprinciples andand proceduresprocedures stipulatedstipulated byby thisthis
lawlaw withwith regardregard toto academicacademic mattersmatters, , hiringhiring of of teachingteaching
facultyfaculty membersmembers, , but but excludingexcluding financialfinancial andand
administrativeadministrative mattersmatters..

((pleaseplease presspress toto continuecontinue thethe presentationpresentation))



2424

nn InIn thethe frameworkframework of of thisthis LawLaw, , foundationsfoundations maymay establishestablish
vocationalvocational higherhigher schoolsschools, , independentlyindependently fromfrom a a 
universityuniversity oror itsits affiliatedaffiliated unitsunits, in , in orderorder toto educateeducate
qualifiedqualified labour labour forceforce..

((PleasePlease presspress toto continuecontinue thethe presentationpresentation))
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If the HE InstitutionIf the HE Institution;;

nn DDoesoes not start its education activities although it’s been 3 not start its education activities although it’s been 3 
years since the date of gaining its legal entity.years since the date of gaining its legal entity.

nn DDoesoes not remove the insufficiencynot remove the insufficiency -- determined by the determined by the 
Turkish Council of Higher EducationTurkish Council of Higher Education -- at its active at its active 
departments.departments.
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nn DDoesoes not reach the educationnot reach the education--training and research level training and research level 
of the State University either located at the same city of the State University either located at the same city 
with the HE Institution, if not exist in the same city, or at with the HE Institution, if not exist in the same city, or at 
the closest city to be determined by the Turkish Council the closest city to be determined by the Turkish Council 
of Higher Educationof Higher Education

nn CanCan’’t reach the demanded educationt reach the demanded education--training and training and 
research level at the end of one year given to fix this research level at the end of one year given to fix this 
insufficiency.insufficiency.

nn KKeepseeps acting in an incompatible way with the acting in an incompatible way with the basicbasic
valuesvalues of of thethe RepublicRepublic, , statedstated in in thethe articlesarticles of of thethe
ConstitutionConstitution whichwhich cannotcannot eveneven be be proposedproposed toto be be 
changedchanged ((beingbeing a a democraticdemocratic, , secularsecular andand socialsocial statestate
basedbased on on thethe rulerule of of lawlaw) ) in spite of the warnings made. in spite of the warnings made. 

((PleasePlease presspress toto continuecontinue thethe presentationpresentation))
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nn Universities and higher institutes of technology benefit Universities and higher institutes of technology benefit 
from the same exemptions, exceptions and other from the same exemptions, exceptions and other 
financial facilities granted to other public institutions financial facilities granted to other public institutions 
subject to the general budget. subject to the general budget. 

nn All donations and bequests, are exempt from taxation, All donations and bequests, are exempt from taxation, 
duties, stamp duties and fees. Donations and bequests duties, stamp duties and fees. Donations and bequests 
shall be utilized in full conformity with the conditions shall be utilized in full conformity with the conditions 
and the restrictions laid down by the donors and and the restrictions laid down by the donors and 
general legal provisions shall be observed. general legal provisions shall be observed. 
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nn The donations made in cash by real or juristic persons The donations made in cash by real or juristic persons 
liable for income taxes and corporate taxes to the liable for income taxes and corporate taxes to the HEIHEI
shall be deducted from their respective proceeds.shall be deducted from their respective proceeds.

nn GoodsGoods ((Machines, tools and instruments, equipment, Machines, tools and instruments, equipment, 
pharmaceuticals, materials and publicationspharmaceuticals, materials and publications), ), which are which are 
imported for educational and research purposes are imported for educational and research purposes are 
exempt from stampsexempt from stamps andand customs dutycustoms duty

((PleasePlease presspress toto continuecontinue thethe presentationpresentation))


